





Do not hang halters
and lead ropes on stall
fronts, corral gate
posts or anywhere in
the open.

Secure halters in a locked tack
room or feed room.

Permanently iden-
tify and lock up ex-
pensive tack.

Consider having your driver’s
license number engraved on the
underside of saddles, expensive
headstalls and other valuable
items. While it will not prevent
theft, locking the tack room does
deter it by increasing the time a
thief must be on your property.

Make horse
and livestock
trailers inac-
cessible, hide
them from view and be able
to prove ownership.

Use commercially available
locks to secure the hitch on
a bumper-pull trailer. Many
gooseneck trailers can be
padlocked.

Park trailers in a barn or
somewhere hidden from traf-

fic to make it harder for
thieves to determine what is
available and when or if horse
owners are home.

On commercially manufac-
tured trailers, know where the
VIN or serial number is lo-
cated (frame, tongue, etc.) and
have that number on file.
Know and record your trailer’s
license plate number.

Take and file photographs of
your trailer.

Use signs and
warning post-
ers where ap-
propriate.

To signal to potential thieves
that the owner is informed, active
and aware, post such notices as:
+  No trespassing signs;

« Security system signs; and
- Farm or livestock association
membership signs.

Install motion-
sensor lights.

Motion-sensor lights turn on
when they detect activity in stra-
tegic areas.

Note: If horses are on a light-
ing program (i.e., 16 hours of day-
light, 8 hours of darkness), be
careful about where motion-sen-
sor lights are located. Something
as simple as the family dog can
trigger the light to come on and
could interrupt efforts to maintain
the photoperiod effect for brood
mares and show horses.

Talk to local

law enforce-

ment authori-

ties about the
value of dogs and other ani-
mals in deterring theft.

Thieves dislike dealing with
dogs. However, consider that dogs
also require management.

Deter theft by locking up halters and lead ropes.




-

Keep the activ-
ity level up
around hor-
ses.

Horses isolated from well-trav-
eled areas and often left alone are
easy targets. To deter theft:

« Vary your routine to make it
difficult for potential thieves
to know when you will be
away.

« Avoid advertising when you
are leaving town.

Establish a

horse and fa-

cilities watch

program with
other horse owners in your
area.

+ Take turns checking on each
other’s horses.

+  Check on group members’
horses regularly when they are
out of town.

Park trailers where they are hidden from view.

*¥*

Although horses and equip-
ment will never be entirely safe
from theft, many are stolen sim-
ply because it was made easy for
thieves. Taking these steps to pre-
vent theft will help you keep your
horses and equipment safe.

Resources

For more information or more
specific guidelines for individual
situations, contact law enforce-
ment (police, sheriff departments)
authorities in your town, city or
county. Many communities have
crime prevention guidelines, sug-
gestions or programs, and some-
times even resource people who
will speak to equine groups and
associations.

Publications available from
Texas Cooperative Extension in-
clude:

« L-5244, “What to do if Your

Horse is Stolen”; and

. L-5211, “Horse Theft Aware-
ness and Prevention: Perma-
nentldentification of Horses.”

Publications available from
Veterinary Practice Publishing
Company, P.O. Box 4457, Santa
Barbara, California 93140-4457,
include:

«  The Equine Recovery Hand-
book, by Amelita F. Donald;
« The Equine Identification

Handbook ;and
« The Equine Identification

Card .

Contacts

« Texas and Southwestern
Cattle Raisers Association—
Fort Worth (817) 332-7064;

« Sheriffs’ Association of Texas
—Austin (512) 445-5888; and

« Extension Horse Specialists—
Equine Science Section, Texas
A&M University (979) 845-
1562.
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